MRNY Key Staff Bios

SIENNA FONTAINE, Co-Executive Director:

As Co-Executive Director, Sienna oversees Make the Road New York’s Legal, Development,
and Finance departments. Prior to this, Sienna served as MRNY's General Counsel and Legal
Director, where she oversaw the full legal services department which represents clients in a high
volume of legal cases, brings strategic litigation, and works on key legislative reforms in the
areas of housing, workplace justice, and immigration. Sienna is an expert in the protection of
nonprofit organizations from politicized threats from the federal government. Before joining
MRNY, Sienna was the Director of Public Benefits at Legal Services NYC — Bronx
(LSNYC-Bronx), where she practiced for 8 years, representing individuals and families in civil
litigation and administrative hearings to secure access to and maintain public benefits. Sienna’s
litigation included Johnson v. Berlin, Index No. 400081/10 (Sup. Ct. N.Y. Co.), which resulted in
expanding the time frames within which an appellant can request that a defaulted fair hearing be
rescheduled. She began her legal career at LSNYC-Bronx as a Skadden Fellow, establishing
the Bronx Medical-Legal Advocacy Project; a collaboration between LSNYC-Bronx and
Montefiore Hospital to provide direct legal services at two ambulatory family medicine clinics.
Sienna graduated from NYU School of Law in 2007, where she participated in the Medical-Legal
Advocacy Clinic, the Family Defense Clinic, and was an editor on the Review of Law and Social
Change. Sienna received her B.A. from U.C. Berkeley.

REBECCA TELZAK, Co-Executive Director

As Co-Executive Director, Becca oversees Make the Road New York’s Health and Adult
Education programmatic services as well as our Operations team. Previously as Deputy
Director, Becca oversaw our services and helped build our health department into a 30+ person
operation that reaches tens of thousands of community members a year and operates in all
MRNY’s offices. Under Becca’s leadership, our health programs have expanded to include
health insurance enroliment, health navigation services, food stamp enrollment, community
health worker (CHW) training, CHW home visiting services, two food pantries, TGNCIQ
(Transgender, Gender Non-Conforming, Intersex, and Queer) health services and organizing
campaigns to expand access to health insurance and improve care for immigrant communities.
Prior to working at MRNY, Rebecca received a Fulbright scholarship to Argentina. She has a BA
from the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor in Latin American and Caribbean Studies and Social
Science from the Residential College. She has a Masters Degree in Public Administration from
Baruch College. In 2020, Becca received the Joan H. Tisch Community Health Prize.

NATALIA ARISTIZABAL, Co-Executive Director

As Co-Executive Director, Natalia Aristizabal oversees Make the Road New York’s Organizing
and Communications departments. Natalia immigrated to New York from Colombia at age 12,
joining Make the Road as a youth member and eventually coming on staff as an organizer. She
later moved up to be Organizing Director and later the Deputy Director of Organizing and
Politics. Along the way, she coordinated the organization’s youth and arts programming in
Queens, worked alongside young people and TGNCIQ (Transgender, Gender Non-Conforming,
Intersex, and Queer) community members, and led MRNY's organizing on Long Island. She



also worked with other immigrant youth from across the US to create United We Dream in 2008.
From 2019 to 2022 she served as Director for Immigrant Justice at Popular Democracy.

Over her 20+ year organizing career, Natalia has been instrumental in many large-scale
organizing victories, such as the fight for the futures of undocumented youth, which culminated
in the creation of DACA. She is a board member of the Fair Immigration Reform Movement
(FIRM) and a co-chair of the Home is Here Coalition. She also recently served on Mayor
Mamdani's transition committee on immigration policy.



