
The New York Society Library – Financial Information for Vidda Foundation 
2026 Application 

 
A. Financial Information 
 

1.   MOST RECENT FINANCIAL STATEMENT - Attached separately. 

2.   OPERATING EXPENSE BUDGETS - Attached separately. 

3. LIST OF FOUNDATON AND CORPORATE SUPPORTERS AND ALL OTHER 
SOURCES OF INCOME 

FY2025  
(1/1/25-12/31/25) 

FY2026 Year to Date 
(1/1/26-3/31/26) 

Foundation & Corporate Supporters Foundation & Corporate Supporters 
Source Amount Source Amount 
The A & J Saks Foundation $5,000 N.Y. State Council on the Arts* $25,000 
The Altman Foundation* $2,400   
The Charles Hosmer Morse 
Foundation 

$5,000   

H. W. Wilson Foundation* $5,000   
J.M. Kaplan Fund* $125,000   
Leon Levy Foundation* $10,000   
The Nelson S. Talbott 
Foundation 

$19,000   

New York City Dept. of 
Cultural Affairs* 

$10,000   

Vidda Foundation $10,000   
William & Mary Greve 
Foundation* 

$25,000   

The Winston Foundation $20,000   
Winters Family Fund $50,000   
    
TOTAL $286,400 TOTAL $25,000 
*Indicates restricted funding.    
  

FY2025 
(1/1/25-12/31/25) 

FY2026 Year to Date 
(1/1/26-3/31/26) 

All Other Sources of Income  
(Unaudited Unrestricted Revenue) 

All Other Sources of Income  
(Unaudited Unrestricted Revenue) 

Source Amount Source Amount 
Contributions from Individuals $618,671 Contributions from Individuals $107,322 
Membership Subscriptions $776,821 Membership Subscriptions $235,962 
Book Sales $1,058 Book Sales $225 
Library Fees & Fines $7,416 Library Fees & Fines $1,159 
Events $30,238 Events $8,408 
Miscellaneous Income $50,721 Miscellaneous Income $11,367 
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4. SOURCES BEING SOLICITED FOR FUNDING  

Source Proposal Status 
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation Submitted November 2025 
NYC DCLA Cultural Development Fund Submitted April 1, 2026 
  
  

 
B. Other Supporting Materials 
 

1. List of the Board of Trustees, with their affiliations 
 
Board of Trustees: 

 Byron Bell, Partner, Byron Bell Architects and Planners 
 Robert A. Caro, Author 
 George L.K. Frelinghuysen, Board of Trustees, the Pierpont Morgan Library  
 Lisa Hess, Board of Trustees, TIAA & TIAA Bank 
 Adrienne Ingrum, Freelance Book Editor 
 Ellen M. Iseman, Founder and President, Issues Management International 
 Carol Collins Malone, Clinical Psychologist 
 Elliot S. Orol, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Church Pension Group 
 Jean Parker Phifer, Director, Thomas Phifer & Partners 
 Susan L. Robbins, Attorney 
 Gretchen Rubin, Author 
 Jeannette Watson Sanger, Energy Healer 
 John Schwolsky, Partner, Willkie Farr & Gallagher 
 Warren St. John, Chairman, Patch.com 
 Francesca Stanfill, Author 
 Timothy N. Wallach, Board of Visitors, History Department, Columbia University 

 
Trustees Emeriti 

 Charles G. Berry 
 Ada Peluso 
 Theodore C. Rogers, Owner, the C.L. Browning Ranch 

 

2. A Copy of Your Most Recent IRS Letter – Attached Separately. 
 

3. One-Paragraph Resumes of Key Staff 

Carolyn Waters, Head Librarian 
Carolyn Waters has served as Head Librarian of the New York Society Library since August 
2015, and functions as the institution’s director and head of operations. Ms. Waters joined the 
Library’s staff in 2007 and has held positions in the Circulation, Cataloging, Reference, and 
Acquisitions Departments. In 2008 she founded the Library’s Writers’ Services program, which 
provides support services and events for the Library’s large and diverse community of writers. 
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She was appointed Assistant Head Librarian in December of 2011. Before receiving her Master’s 
degree in Library Science from Pratt Institute, she was a Director of Client Management at  
 

Mellon Financial Corporation, a management consultant in the financial services industry, and a 
Vice President at Chase Manhattan Bank. She holds an undergraduate degree from Rutgers 
University and a Master of Business Administration from New York University Stern School of 
Business. 

Tienya Smith, Director of Engagement, Partnerships & Outreach 
Tienya joined the Library from Queens Public Library, where she was a Community Library 
Manager overseeing a fast-paced, high-traffic library branch where she used design thinking and 
AI-based tools to create programs and address patron issues. Tienya graduated from 
Shippensburg University with a B.A. in English Literature, holds a Master of Library and 
Information Science (MLIS) degree from the University of Pittsburgh, and is an alumna of the 
Harvard Business School’s Business Analytics Program. 

Eric Wolf, Director of Collections 
Eric was formerly Head Librarian at Sotheby’s Institute of Art, Head Librarian at the Menil 
Collection, and the Director of the New York School of Interior Design Library, and he has held 
cataloging positions at the Frick Art Reference Library and LaGuardia and Wagner Archives. 
Eric graduated from the University of Santa Cruz with a B.A. in Art History and has a Master of 
Arts (MA) and PhD in Art History from Harvard University. He holds a Master of Library & 
Information Science (MLIS) degree from Pratt Institute. 

Sayer Holliday, Head of Events 
Sayer Holliday joined the Library’s staff as a part-time events coordinator in 2000 and has been 
the head of a three-person events department since 2019, organizing the Library’s major 
programing while also participating substantially in communications and onsite administration 
for the Library’s board of trustees. A Texas native, Sayer holds degrees from Oberlin College 
and the Oberlin Conservatory of Music. Their historical novel A Thousand Dances was 
published by Coral Press in 2018. 

 

4. Most Recent Annual Report – Attached Separately 
 

 
 


