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Member writer Frances FitzGerald and friends celebrated the fifth-floor study 
room named in her honor, November



Above: Our 2024 
exhibition looked  
at the era and  
books of the 
Library’s founding, 
270 years ago; 
Below: Frank Blair 
and Jenny Lawrence 
join distinguished 
author Caroline 
Alexander at the 
celebration of her 
fifth-floor study 
room dedication, 
September

Family and friends 
celebrated the 

dedication of a  
fifth-floor study  

room in honor of 
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Frances Taliaferro, 

September



The New York Society Library celebrated its 270th anniversary in 2024. 
If the founders returned for a spectral visit, they would have found a 
thriving and vibrant institution. From a select few in 1754, there were 
3,098 memberships at the end of 2024, for an all-time high. They would 
have been amazed by the events department, an unheard-of concept in 
the 18th century, that offered last year a panoply of programs for both 
adults and children, attracting over 3,000 participants. The founders would 
also been most pleased with our sound financial footing, secured by an 
endowment that touched a new high-water mark on December 31 on 
the strength of U.S. financial markets. Assuredly, they would have been 
delighted by our well-received exhibition A Belief in Books, which focused 
on the 270th anniversary and prominently mentioned them. Finally, the 
founders would have no doubt recognized and expressed their appreciation, 
just as we do, to Director and & Head Librarian Carolyn Waters and her 
dedicated staff. 

When we met last year at this time, I announced that the Library was about 
to embark on a major renovation. In the second half of last year, we began 
the first phase, which was the construction of a climate-controlled structure 
in the rear yard for our semi-rare books and folios. As you could perhaps 
tell by the noise, work steadily progressed throughout the fall, and at the 
end of January of 2025 this space was completed and handed over to the  
Library staff to begin moving in books. For members, the centerpiece of our 
renovation will be the reconfigured fourth floor, and current projections call 
for substantial completion by early June. On this level, we are particularly 
excited about the new conservation lab, rare book reading room and, most 
of all, the flexible space for members that will allow for both study and 
public events. The last phase will be the renovation of the closed stacks, 

formerly the home of our semi-rare books and folios, into a purpose-built 
space for staff, and the conversion of Stack 4 back into shelves for circulating 
books. While the vagaries of New York construction are known to all of us, 
the Board of Trustees hopes that the majority of the work will be complete 
by the end of August. 

As you may have observed from the poster board by the circulation 
desk, an active capital campaign continued throughout 2024, with a goal 
of $7.3 million. As of December 31, 2024, the Library raised slightly more 
than $7 million, and the Capital Campaign Committee and the Board 
are confident that we will reach or exceed our goal. This achievement 
would not have been possible without the generosity of our membership 
in responding to our appeal. All of us working on the campaign are most 
grateful to you, and I would be remiss in my capacity as Chair of the Board 
if I did not say that if you have not, as yet, contributed, please consider 
jumping on the bandwagon.

On a sad note, the Library lost two valued members in 2024. Mark Piel, 
who was Head Librarian from 1978 to 2005, passed away in April of last 
year. Many of you here today knew Mark and recognized his selfless 
dedication to the Library . He was an erudite man, unfailingly polite, and 
responsible during the course of his tenure for many improvements from 
the introduction of our first computerized catalogue to the revival of the 
Children’s Library. I, for one, will always remember the time that I went 
with our older son, who was 12 at the time, to the Library in search of 
several books on Romanesque Art to assist in a term paper that he was 
writing. Mark was sitting at the circulation desk and without hesitation 
he not only made several recommendations but also told us where to find 
them. Needless to say, I was most impressed. Peggy Brown, who also passed 
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away last year, was a noted medievalist and a longtime member of 
the Library, joining in 1995. She and her husband Ralph Brown, a 
Trustee Emeritus, were generous benefactors of the Library. Peggy 
was a gifted conversationalist, and I always enjoyed seeing her at 
our receptions.

Regarding changes to the Board, Bill Bardel, who joined in 2012, 
decided to step down based on a decision to live full-time in 
Connecticut. He served as head of the Nominating Committee 
and was on the Finance, Audit, and Employee and Benefits 
Committees. His advice and counsel will be greatly missed. He 
took his role very seriously, and he and his wife Penny could be 
found at many Library events.

In closing, I would like to say that given the parlous times that we 
live in, libraries are more important than ever as beacons of learning 
and repositories of free thought. Throughout its long history, the 
New York Society Library has served its members in these capacities. 
As we embark upon 2025, the outlook for the Library remains 
extremely positive, and rest assured that together we will navigate 
successfully whatever uncertainties the future holds for us.

Respectfully submitted on April 22, 2025 
George L.K. Frelinghuysen, Chair

Minutes of the Trustees, 1754 - 1772, New York Society Library Archives



2024 was quite a momentous year. We celebrated our 270th anniversary in 
so many wonderful ways, book-ended, if you’ll forgive the pun, with two 
terrific events. We kicked off the anniversary year with the extraordinary 
exhibition A Belief in Books, curated by Sharon Simpson and Special 
Collections Librarian Barbara Bieck. This exhibition began with a look at 
the earliest books purchased for the Library’s collection, and examined 
what these books, chosen by our founders and early trustees, implied 
about their hopes and aspirations for the citizenry of pre-Revolutionary 
New York, as well as how those aspirations converged with, but just as 
often contradicted, their actions. Their overarching belief, however, in 
providing a wide range of books, beneficial to fostering a learned citizenry, 
continues to inform our collecting strategy today. 

At the end of the year, we capped off the anniversary celebrations with 
a two-night extravaganza, a 270th Anniversary Theater Presentation: 
A Literary Salon: 1754 to the Future, featuring skits, songs, and short 
plays celebrating the long history of the Library. Hats off to member 
C.S. Hanson, with help from Director of Programming Sayer Holliday, 
for organizing the evenings, featuring original works by members 
Rob Ackerman, C.S. Hanson, Kent K.B. Hanson, Laurie Rosenwald, 
Ayun Halliday, and David Santos Donaldson. In between these milestone 
events, the Children’s Library celebrated our anniversary with “Happy 
Birthday, Dear Library,” where our youngest members created birthday 
cards for the Library and played pin-the-hands-on-the-grandfather-clock! 
Our April members’ Happy Hour was another birthday celebration, 
featuring a string quartet from the Juilliard School, performing Handel, 
Bach, and other favorites from the era of our founding. Their services 
were graciously supported by Alexander Sanger. 

In 2024, we welcomed two new senior staff members with a reorganization.  
Tienya Smith, our first ever Director of Engagement, Partnerships and 
Outreach, was hired in February. In this role, she also oversees the renamed 
Member & Visitor Services Department, ensuring that in addition to  
providing all our visitors with the warm and highly service-oriented welcome 
that we are known for, she is also reaching out into the community to 
introduce the Library and our story to a greater audience. This outreach 
resulted in a partnership with the Girl Scouts of America‒Greater New York 
Chapters, providing them with ‒ in conjunction with our 270th anniversary -  
history-themed programming that introduced the scouts to the Library, as 
well as to the customs, fashions, and society of the revolutionary era. And, 
further strengthening the bond between our members and the Library, 
Tienya inaugurated our first-ever docent program. By the end of the year, 
over twenty docents were trained to give tours of the building and the 
exhibition, providing visitors with lively and accurate information about the 
Library and our beautiful and historic East 79th Street home. 

In March, we hired Eric Wolf as Director of Collections, with responsibility 
for all aspects of the acquisitions, cataloging, care, and oversight of our 
300,000-volume circulating and special collections. An important project 
undertaken by the department during the year was the cleaning of the 
semi-rare books and folios slated to be moved to the new rear yard storage 
wing. Barbara Bieck, Special Collections Librarian, trained all staff on 
how to properly handle, clean, and tie these fragile materials. 

We are happy to report that our membership is growing. In addition to 
word of mouth, and walking by the building, new members find us online -  
through searches, social media, and the press. Thanks to trustee Warren 
St. John, President of Patch, the hyper-local news site, we had the opportunity 
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to develop a targeted advertising campaign to reach our Upper East Side 
neighbors who may not know about us. These efforts are already paying 
benefits. This was not the only press that the Library got this year, however. 
In late January, Jeff Hirsch wrote a glowing article about the Library in the 
online New York Social Diary. In late May, Rafael Rodriguez, our Member & 
Visitor Services Manager, was featured in Alix Strauss’s wonderful New York 
Times article “How a Horror-Loving Librarian Spends His Sundays.” The 
Library was also highlighted in new member Lia De Feo’s Substack regarding 
her welcoming experience at our popular Prompt! writing workshop, and in 
Our Town newspaper’s “Summer Guide for Seniors.”

We try scrupulously to avoid politics at this institution, believing in every 
citizen’s access to information and the right to read and form their own 
opinions. Throughout 2024, during a particularly disquieting election 
year, and immediately post-election, concerns began to mount about 
cracks in the inviolability of intellectual freedom. As I speak to you, in the 
spring of 2025, the new administration has already begun to realize some 
of our worst fears, denying that discriminating and disenfranchising book 
bans and censorship exist, dismantling the Board of Education, pulling 
the plug on federal grants already awarded to deserving nonprofits,  
and placing restrictive and unsettling demands on some of our finest 
educational institutions. We should all be concerned. Intellectual freedom 
is a core value for this institution. And we will not be silent. We will stand 
up, and we will fight for all who believe as we do now, and as the founders 
of the New York Society Library did in 1754, that access to books and 
information -  representing diverse voices and viewpoints -  makes for a 
strong and educated citizenry.

To end on a high note, clearly the biggest news this year was breaking 
ground to mark the beginning of our transformative building renovation 
project. I want to thank our extraordinary staff for their unfailing good 
cheer, even as we upended them from their workspaces and made life a 
bit more difficult for the duration of the renovation. I am truly looking 
forward to unveiling our new spaces in phases in the first half of 2025. 

My immense thanks to the entire Board of Trustees, and particularly to 
the Executive Committee and our Board Chair, George Frelinghuysen,  
for their incredible support of our many initiatives this year. It’s been a 
very busy and productive year, and we are grateful for your assistance 
and encouragement. Finally, thanks to our members for sticking with us 
through this transition year: your continued association and generous 
support ensures that our institution remains strong, independent, and a 
beacon today and for future generations of educated New Yorkers.

Respectfully submitted on April 22, 2025 
Carolyn Waters, Director & Head Librarian



For the year ending December 31, 2024, the New York Society Library 
recorded an unrestricted operating surplus of $215,135 prior to non-cash 
charges. The Library’s overall financial performance improved markedly 
over the prior year on the strength of membership donations, a rebound 
in subscriptions, and operating expenses that came in under budget. On 
the revenue side, several brief comments are in order. Membership fees 
increased 7.6% year-over-year even after a 6% increase the year before. 
The number of members continued to grow over the prior year, standing 
at 3,098 at the end of 2024, against 2,878 the year before. New memberships 
rose 17% to 764, from 655 in 2023, the same percentage of increase as 
the year before. It is worth commenting that in 2024 we again recorded 
(two years in a row) the highest full-year new membership figure since we 
commenced tracking this metric. The Library continues actively to explore 
ways to rebuild our member base and to improve our retention rate.

Regarding the annual appeal, the Library raised $857,459 in 2024, which 
was up about 17% from the 2023 level of contributions and bequests. 
A total of 518 donors gave unrestricted gifts in 2024, below the figure 
of 678 for 2023, but they gave more. Last year, the Library also received 
$2,429,764 in restricted funds, of which $2,159,206 were for the renovation 
project. Project Cicero continues to draw strong support for its mission. 
The Board would like to express our appreciation to all the membership 
for your continued generous support of the Library.

Actual operating expenses before depreciation increased 6.2% in 2024 
compared to 2023 due to several factors, but mostly due to two new 
senior full-time hires. Endowment income provides the largest source 
of support for the Library’s operations and covers about 50.5% of our 
operating expenses, down from 52% in 2023. On December 31 the market 

value of the endowment was $52.4 million, up 9.9% from the $47.7 million 
reported at the close of 2023. The year 2024 was a good year for financial 
markets in general. Starting last year our new investment manager, Hirtle 
Callaghan & Co., has overseen our endowment to better position our 
endowment to participate in a wider range of investment opportunities. 
Hirtle has met our expectations for sound investment oversight in an 
increasingly challenging environment. Please take note that our spending 
policy for the endowment is 4.5% of the fair market value averaged over 
twelve quarters. Looked at another way, if we divide our spending rate for 
2024 by the endowment’s fair market value at the end of last year, our draw 
was 3.5%. By not heavily taxing our endowment, as these numbers show, 
the Library is guaranteeing its long-term future. 

In closing, I would like to thank Carolyn Waters and her excellent staff for 
the great work that they do over the course of each year to ensure that the 
services provided to our members are of the highest order. 

Respectfully submitted on April 22, 2025 
 Timothy N. Wallach, Treasurer
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Exhibition-related books on offer in the Peluso Family Gallery



STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES, UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS
December 31, 2024, with Comparative Totals For 2023

Revenue	 2024	 2023
Membership subscriptions	 $765,785	 $727,899

Donations	 857,459	 734,830

Lectures and events	 28,387	 29,402

Book sales	 1,260	 1,522

Library Fees & Fines	 9,312	 12,659

Miscellaneous income	 39,890	 40,553

Total Revenue	 $1,702,091	 $1,546,865

Expenses	 2024	 2023
Staff expenses	 $2,157,764	 $1,982,939

Library materials	 139,952	 146,643

Library services	 292,777	 271,060

Library programs	 31,273	 24,378

Fundraising & membership development	 347,761	 341,856

Building (excluding depreciation)	 369,549	 362,616

Professional fees	 51,248	 55,497

Miscellaneous	 47,067	 51,508

Total Expenses	 $3,437,391	 $3,236,477

	 2024	 2023
Decrease in net assets before allocation of four and one half percent (41/2%) from endowment	 (1,735,300)	 (1,689,612)

Allocation of four and one half percent (41/2%) from endowment	 1,950,435	 1,893,637

Increase In Net Assets			   $215,135	 $204,025

Notes: This statement includes unrestricted revenue and expenses only. 
All other funds are accounted for separately. Full audited financial statements are available at the Library.

The approximate market value of investments on December 31, 2024 was $56,368,918.
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Sarah Parker Goodhue (1828-1917) gave the bequest that permitted 
the Library to move into its present building. This charcoal drawing 
of her by Samuel Worchester Rowse hangs in the circulation hall.

The Goodhue Society is a group of living donors 
who, during their lifetimes, have included the 
New York Society Library in their estate plans 
by stating an intention to leave a bequest to the 
Library. The following represents The Goodhue 
Society’s members as of December 31, 2024.

THE GOODHUE SOCIETY



In 2024, gifts were received in memory of Richard Allan, Richard M. Bass, 
Sophia Barberini, Lorrie Bodger, Ethelyn Chase, Helen Chasin, Jerry Confino, 

Bill Farris, Anne Fleishman, Mary Jane Gabriel, Anne C. Heller,  
Kenneth D. Kemper, Tom Killian, David Garrard Lowe, Thomas E. Orr, 

Matthew J. Pepi, Mark Piel, Matthew Phillips, Donald Porter, Amelia Rosner, 
Harriet Shapiro, Sarah Stage, Jan Van Meter, Yvonne Waters, Susan Webb, 

Janet Campner Weis, and Howard Wendy.

Gifts were received in honor of Lynn Abraham, Joan McMaster Boomer,  
Peter Easton, George L.K. Frelinghuysen, Jenny Lawrence, Bobbie Leigh,  
Aerin Lichtman, Callie Meyer, Susan Robbins, David Williams Russell,  

Dr. Mary Vogler, Carolyn Waters, Joyce Zern, and “The Library Staff,  
with special thanks to the Children’s Librarians.”

Gifts to the Books & People Capital Campaign are listed separately.

2024 CONTRIBUTORS
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	 Willa Cather Benefactors
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A display of “birthday” cards from young members 
celebrating the Library’s 270th Anniversary

Children took a musical journey to the founding 
era of the Library
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Above: In March, member writers read from new and recent works at Live from the Library
Below: In December, we celebrated member writers who published books during the year
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Historian Leslie Harris presented  
the keynote lecture for our 270th  
anniversary year and spoke with  
Special Collections Barbara Bieck about  
our 18th-century charging ledgers



Shirley Hazzard Sponsors
$500-$999

Esther Adzhiashvili
Donald Albrecht
Ana Barrio
Byron Bell
Sheila Biddle
Rebecca Birch and Mark Pankoff
Alastair and Jeanine Borthwick
Carol Boulanger
Lawrence and Margaret Bowerman 
Brooknoll Fund at  

The Adirondack Foundation
Colin Cabot
Robert Cartwright
Elizabeth Coleman
David Coogan
Kay Denmark
Helen Evarts
Penelope C. Farris and  

Margaret E. Farris
Joan Feeney and Bruce Phillips
Debi Feinman
Gayle Feldman
Carolyn Fleishman
John and Marianne Fouhey
Garrett Garnos
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Gianturco

Max and Elisabeth Gitter
James and Adele Glimm
Jan and Steven Golann
Paul Goldman
Helen Goodkin
Tosia Gringer
Jan C. Grossman
JoAnn Gutin
Nimet Habachy
Lex and Helen Haris
Dwight and Luz-Mary Harris
Sarah Henry
Anita Highton
Maisie Houghton
Thomas M. Hughes
Alexandra Isles
Colta and Gary Ives
Meera Mani and Nikhil Iyengar
Maggie Jackson
Judith Jadow
Donna and Carroll Janis
Nancy S. Jennings
Deirdre Kessler
Leman Manhattan Preparatory School
Amy and Seth Litzenblatt
Alix Lombardo

Donald McDonough
Thomas McGanney and Millie Kalik
Brigid and Mark Merriman
Christopher Morris
Linda M. Nelson
Frances Oakley
Emily Orr
Robert Owens
Roger F. Pasquier
Barbara Perlmutter
Sarah Jackson Piper
Robin Reiser
Joel Rubin and Mark Barron
Peter and Peggy Salwen

Leigh Sandick
Maryam Seley
Rickie Solinger
Judith Teichmann Steckler
David Stenn
Anne Strauss
Ronald and Adele Tauber
Nancy Welles
Elizabeth Weymouth
Elizabeth Millard and  

Torrey Whitman
Linda Winston
Margot Witty
Dale Zaklad

The Library joined 
Spiegel & Grau and 
92NY to celebrate 
the new audiobook 
of Shirley Hazzard’s 
The Transit of Venus
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up to $249

Young Cartoonists Awards winners celebrating their achievement
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mann
Howard Marcus
Thomas Martin
Larry May

James Melo
Aliza Menche
Dinah Mendes
John Metcalfe
Barbara Millhouse
Debra Monk
Wendy Nicholson
Sebastian Novak
Nancy Novick
Richard Nuss
Beverly O’Grady
Paul O’Neill
Ashley Orias-Burkman
Jonathan Paisner
Stewart Palmer
Judith Pegg
Cesar Pena
Susan Petschek
The Pew Charitable Trusts 

(Matching Gift)
Chellie Pingree
Sarah Plimpton
Christine Porter
Percy Preston
Nora Primiano

Winter Wonderland Workshop at the Children’s Library
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David Wlody
Charles Wolfe
Ellen Yoshiuchi
Joyce M. Zern

Linnea Holman Savapoulas and Janet Howard at the April Annual 
Meeting of Shareholders



Left: Jenne Vath portrayed Polly Spratt Alexander, the inspiration behind the Library, at the November 
anniversary salon
Lower right: Creators and cast of the November “1754 to the Future” anniversary salon



Left: At the May New York City Book Awards ceremony, Aisha Abdel Gawad receives her Hornblower Award for a First Book
Right: NYC Book Awards winners Jonathan Lethem, Jesse Rifkin, Prudence Peiffer, Aisha Abdel Gawad, and 
Alexander Stille with (below) their winning books
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Molly Cooper
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Leadership Donors 
$100,000 and above

Major Donors  
$10,000-$99,999

A Belief in Books – Image above: A plan of the city of New York from an actual survey, 
James Lyne, 1890 (?), map reproduction courtesy of the Norman B. Leventhal Map & 
Education Center at the Boston Public Library.
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Liz MacNeill
Fredericka Mabon
Andrew Mahony and Yasi Jiang
Jane Mallison
Emily Mandelstam
Lelia Mander
Michael Margitich
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Liliane Tuck
Alison Tung
Catherine Ugarte
Alice Van Tuyl
Renate Von Huetz
Marsha Wagner

Erica Wagner
Suzy Wahba
Elsie Walker
Amy Walter
Sally Wardwell
Ellen Warner
Robert J. Waters
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Janifer Wilson from  
Sister Uptown Bookstore  
with event books,  
November



1850 The Scarlet Letter Nathaniel Hawthorne
1851  Moby Dick Herman Melville
1852  The Library moves into a temporary space on the second floor of Bible House at Third Avenue and Astor Place.
1853 Twelve Years a Slave Solomon Northup
1854  Walden Henry David Thoreau

later in the 19th century that the Library took on an unfortunate air of  
exclusivity that we are working hard to reverse in the 21st century. Who  
were the ordinary members of our Library over the years? The future may 
tell. We are in the process of conserving and digitizing the charging ledgers 
from the periods 1804-1806 and 1813-1818, and expect that this will lead  
to more discoveries about our members during that time.

While looking to the past, we also ponder what future historians will 
say about our current times. It is my hope that their stories will show the 
Library recognizing and challenging the prevailing notions of exclusivity that 
stem from old prejudices and realizing the promises of toleration, liberalism, 
openness, and inclusion that were intended by our founders. May the Library 
remain not only “useful but ornamental” to the city and continue to promote 
“a spirit of inquiry among the people”—all people.

Carolyn Waters  
Director & Head Librarian

Cohen, Richard. Making History: The Storytellers Who Shaped the Past (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2022).
Glynn, Tom. Reading Publics: New York City’s Public Libraries, 1754-1911. (New York: Empire State Editions, an imprint of Fordham University Press, 2015.)
Keep, Austin Baxter. History of the New York Society Library; With an Introductory Chapter of Libraries in Colonial New York, 1698-1776.
Northeast Slavery Records Index. https://nesri.commons.gc.cuny.edu/.
Partridge, Sara. “57 Female Readers.” https://cityreaders.nysoclib.org/Gallery/60.
Ralston, Shane J. American Enlightenment Thought. Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy.  
https://iep.utm.edu/american-enlightenment-thought/#:~:text=At%20least%20six%20ideas%20came,took%20a%20uniquely%20American%20form.
Smith, William, Jr. The History of the Province of New-York: Volume Two: A Continuation, 1732-1762. (Cambridge, Mass: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1972.)
Van Rensselaer, John King, Mrs. The Goede Vrouw of Mana-ha-ta. (New York: Arno Press, 1972.)
White, Shane. The Prince of Darkness: The Untold Story of Jeremiah G. Hamilton, Wall Street’s First Black Millionaire. (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2015.)

City Hall was the Library’s home from 1754 to 1795.
View up Wall Street with City Hall [Federal Hall] and Trinity Church, New York 
City; Archibald Robertson, ca. 1798; Watercolor, black ink, and graphite 
on paper; Overall: 8 1/2 x 11 1/4 in. (21.6 x 28.6 cm). Gift of Sophia Minton. 
New-York Historical Society, 1864.14

1754 The New York Society Library opens in City Hall. 
1774-1788 The Library suspends operation in the run-up to and during the Revolutionary War.
1776 Declaration of Independence. The British Army occupies New York City.
1776 Common Sense Thomas Paine
1785-1790 New York City becomes capital of the state and the nation.

INTRODUCTION
For 270 years, the New York Society Library, the city’s oldest library 

and cultural institution, has steadfastly fostered an unwavering belief in 
books. In establishing a “publick library,” our founders’ foremost aim was  
to promote “a spirit of inquiry among the people” at an institution they 
hoped would be both “useful as well as ornamental” to the burgeoning city. 
As our collection, now numbering some 300,000 books, continues to serve 
new generations of New Yorkers (and many more beyond the city), we  
were moved to revisit the books at the core of the early Library.

“A Belief in Books” is the theme of a yearlong exhibition and series  
of related events reexamining the early years of the Library: the founders, 
their Enlightenment ideals, and the books that promoted and supported 
that desire for intellectual inquiry. At the same time, we investigate the 
stark and disturbing contradictions engendered by Library founders and 
early members who were both actively and indirectly participating in the 
slave trade. It is not an easy story to tell, but it fulfills a truer, more  
expansive, and necessary picture of the Library’s early history.

We wish to express our gratitude to Elizabeth A.R. Brown and Ralph 
S. Brown, Jr., The H.W. Wilson Foundation, The Felicia Fund, The Hazen 
Polsky Foundation, and Humanities New York for their generous support in 
making this anniversary exhibition possible. Our thanks to Dr. Leslie Harris 
for her essay for the catalog; Barbara Bieck, Special Collections Librarian, 
and Christina Amato, Conservator, respectively keeper and protector of 
our crown jewels; Doreen Pastore, exhibition designer; James Addona and 
Diane Srebnick; Sara Holliday, Katie Fricas, and Marialuisa Monda. Our 
sincere appreciation to Sharon Simpson of SJS Projects for swooping in to 

assist at a critical moment in time, and to Ada and Romano Peluso, whose 
own belief in books supports the gallery bearing their name.

Finally, this exhibition is the last on which Harriet Shapiro, the 
Library’s Head of Exhibitions, put her indelible stamp. Harriet’s untimely 
death in 2023, while she was deep in the midst of planning and researching 
this anniversary exhibition, devastated the Library community. Harriet’s  
infectious enthusiasm for the Library and for the treasures and mysteries  
of its book stacks will forever be missed. This exhibition, A Belief in Books,  
is dedicated to her.

Carolyn Waters  
Director & Head Librarian

A View of the City of New York from Brooklyn Heights, foot of Piedmont Street in 1798.  
C.B. Julien de St. Memin. Seymour B. Durst Old York Library Collection, Avery Architectural & Fine Arts Library, Columbia University.
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A Belief in Books – left to right: 1850 The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne; 1853 Twelve Years a Slave, Solomon Northup; 1851 Moby Dick, Herman Melville.

A Belief in Books – left: City Hall was the Library’s home from 1754 to 1795. View up Wall Street with City Hall [Federal Hall] and Trinity Church,  
New York City; Archibald Robertson, ca. 1798; Watercolor, black ink, and graphite on paper; Overall: 8 1/2 x 11 1/4 in. (21.6 x 28.6 cm).  
Gift of Sophia Minton. New-York Historical Society, 1864.14
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