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 Ned Sullivan, President, has directed Scenic Hudson through a period of dramatic 

growth in its regional impacts since 1999. He has guided the organization in strengthening 
its record of connecting the valley’s diverse residents and visitors with the power of the 
Hudson River through land preservation, parks and advocacy. Under his leadership, 
Scenic Hudson has become a pioneering force in natural climate solutions, building on a 
track record of protecting more than 54,000 acres of land, including 23,000 acres on 
nearly 155 productive farms. Ned served as Deputy Commissioner of the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation and Commissioner of the State of Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection with oversight of hazardous waste cleanup in 
both positions. 

 
 Seth McKee, Executive Director of The Scenic Hudson Land Trust, Inc. and Land 

Programs, leads Scenic Hudson’s efforts to conserve land, create new parks and 
preserves, and help valley cities protect and enhance their land assets, local history and 
culture in an inclusive and equitable way. He joined Scenic Hudson in 1991 as Land 
Projects manager and served as director of Land Conservation for 14 years. Seth earned 
his B.A. from Dickinson College in Pennsylvania and has a master’s degree in Urban and 
Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He worked for The 
Nature Conservancy’s North Carolina chapter and the U.S Peace Corps before joining 
Scenic Hudson. 

 
 Peter Lopez, Executive Director of Policy, Advocacy and Science, oversees the 

operations of Scenic Hudson’s Policy; Advocacy; and Science, Climate and Stewardship 
teams. Most recently, Pete was a special assistant for Climate and Renewable Energy to 
the NYS Commissioner of Agriculture & Markets. From 2017-21, he was administrator of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Region 2 — one of its most significant and 
diverse regions — overseeing operations in New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and eight federally recognized Indigenous tribes. Prior to that, Pete served 
for a decade in the New York State Assembly, representing a district encompassing 
portions of the Hudson Valley, Catskills, Southern Tier, and Capital District. 

 
 Emily Hague, Director of Land Conservation and Easement Stewardship, joined the 

land protection staff at Scenic Hudson in 2017 with 12 years of stewardship experience. 
She began as Senior Land Projects Manager before becoming Assistant Director of Land 
Conservation. Most recently, she was director of land protection and stewardship for the 
Mohonk Preserve, specializing in capital projects, land management, fee land monitoring, 
and acquisition. Previously, Emily served as stewardship director for the Monadnock 
Conservancy for 10 years. She holds a bachelor’s from Oberlin College and a master’s in 
resource management and administration from Antioch University New England. 

 
 Pia Ruisi-Besares, Director of Climate, Science, and Stewardship, joined Scenic 

Hudson in 2022. Prior, she served as the Project Manager for the University of Vermont’s 
Forest Ecosystem Monitoring Cooperative, working with ecologists and forestry experts to 
design, develop and implement projects to address critical forest health issues across the 
Northeast. She has studied forest ecosystems across the country, including in Southeast 
Alaska, Hawaiʻi and California. She holds a B.A. in Environmental Science from Skidmore 



  

College and a M.S. in Natural Resources and Environmental Management from the 
University of Hawaiʻi-Mānoa. 

 
 Rita D. Shaheen, Director of Parks and Community Engagement, has been with 

Scenic Hudson since 2001. As Director of Parks since 2007, she oversees planning, 
design, outreach, studies, and construction for all Scenic Hudson’s park projects, and 
maintenance for the parks and preserves already under Scenic Hudson management. She 
studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and holds a master's degree in 
landscape architecture from the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, 
and is a member of the American Society of Landscape Architecture (ASLA). Prior to 
joining Scenic Hudson, she worked in private practice in the Hudson Valley for seven 
years.  

 
 Stephen Ballentine, Director of Environmental Advocacy, Government Relations & 

Public Policy, focuses on renewable energy issues, conservation, and Hudson River 
advocacy. Before joining Scenic Hudson, he was a staff attorney at a Pennsylvania-based 
environmental nonprofit, and he has worked on political campaigns, at a plaintiff-side law firm, 
and as a law clerk in the Northern District of New York. 

 
 Jeffrey Anzevino, AICP, Director of Land Use Advocacy, has been a part of Scenic 

Hudson’s planning team since 1991. Named Director of Land Use Advocacy in 2010, he 
helps communities ensure that riverfront development connects people with the river, 
conserves views and natural resources, respects historic resources and stimulates the 
economy. Jeff is editor and co-author of the award-winning Revitalizing Hudson 
Riverfronts (Scenic Hudson, 2010) and earned accreditation from the American Institute of 
Certified Planners (AICP) in 2003. Previously he worked as a planner in Cape Coral, 
Florida. He earned a BA in Geography, graduating cum laude in 1985. He is also an 
adjunct instructor at Marist College where he teaches Environmental Planning. 


