
CIANA Staff Resumes 
 

 

Emira Habiby Browne, Founder & CEO, has over 30 years of experience in social services, with 

expertise in family and children services, immigrant integration, and cultural competency. She 

has general oversight of all CIANA programs and has successfully grown the agency since its 

founding in 2006. She will serve as an integral part of this program and will ensure its growth and 

success. 

 
Sophie Riina, our Education Director holds an MS degree in Education, as well as an Advanced 

Certificate in TESOL. Sophie has been running our adult (ESL & Civics) and youth (afterschool 

elementary and middle school) programs since January 2020. With the onset of the pandemic, 

and subsequent lockdown in March 2020, she immediately developed a plan to transition all of 

our educational programs into a virtual format, an extremely difficult task due to the lack of 

technological knowledge of our adult clients, and the appropriate hardware for the children. 

With her perseverance and skillful IT knowledge, she assisted with the transition, and our virtual 

education programs have continued to run smoothly. With help from our volunteers and an 

AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer/intern coordinator, we were able to recruit and maintain volunteer 

instructors, and continue to have waiting lists for our programs. 

 

Mamta Sett, our Paralegal and DOJ Accredited Representative, has Master of Laws degree from 

Fordham University School of Law and Bachelor of Laws from Government Law College in 

Mumbai, India. She has worked as a legal associate and paralegal for 30 years, including 25 years 

working in a variety of law office in New York, mostly focusing on immigration law and with 

experience also in labor law, corporate law, real estate, and other branches of law. She has 

worked with CIANA since 2023 and earned her DOJ Partial Accreditation with us, allowing her to 

represent clients on certain types of immigration legal cases. She has successfully coordinated 

CIANA’s legal immigration program through a highly stressful period, including our aid to Asylum-

seekers between 2023-24 and the first year of the current administration which has seen many 

changes to immigration processes and policies.  


